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 Hebrides—which he made directly subordinate to the Nor-
wegian crown. Two of his sons, Eystein and Sigurd, ruled
jointly after his death in 1103, and though the difference in
their temperaments led to conflict the harmony was little
disturbed, since Sigurd expended his martial energy on
crusade in the Holy Land, and Eystein was left to resume
the peaceful policy of Olaf Kyrre.
But the death of Sigurd, who outlived his brother by two
years, in 1130 was followed by a long period of civil war and
disorder. There was no definite rule of succession, save for
the rights of members of the royal house, and there were now
frequent claimants, both genuine and pretenders; at one
time there were as many as four kings, each with his adherents.
In this period of confusion there was one event which intro-
duced both a new order and an additional competitor for
power—the mission of Nicholas Breakspear as papal legate
in 1152. The archbishopric of Nidaros was created, and so
the Norwegian kingdom now formed a separate ecclesiastical
province, within which were included the Norwegian colonies
as well. Moreover, the new province was brought definitely
within the sphere of the Roman Church, and all the rules
of canon law were introduced ; bishops were to be canonically
elected by their chapters, and the payment of Peter's Pence
was regarded at any rate by the Papacy as a sign of the
subordination of the Norwegian Church to Rome. This new
organisation meant freedom from lay control, which had
been dominant before; in fact, the position was reversed,
for in the weakness and division of the monarchy the Church,
allied with the aristocracy, was able to play the leading part.
Archbishop Eystein, who received his pallium from Alexander
III in 1161, was for some years the power behind the throne.
He consented to the coronation as king in 1164 of Magnus,
the seven-year-old son of Earl Erling; in return, the king
had to recognise himself as the servant of the Church, and
to promise that the kingship should in future be elective,
the decisive say in the election being given to the clergy.
This hierarchical authority lasted for nearly twenty years,
but it produced an inevitable reaction. A new pretender
appeared, Sverre, claiming to be the son of a former king;
after a long struggle he was able to overthrow both Eystein
and Magnus and to establish himself on the throne. He set

